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VME and Critical Systems provides 
the latest technical information 
and updates on VMEbus, VPX, 
OpenVPX, VXS and other VITA 
standards to engineers, managers, 
and decision makers in the United 
States and internationally. The 
website, Resource Guide, Buyer’s 
Guide, E-letter, and print editions 
lend insight into embedded VME 
products and strategies – boards, 
backplanes, COTS, cooling, SDR, Linux, 
RTOS, and more – in weapons control systems, imaging and 
targeting systems, radar, test systems, and other military 
applications. 

VME and Critical Systems’ coverage also includes the latest 
VITA standards and VSO status reports, along with editorial 
on the industry-leading products and the technology that 
drive today’s market. VME and Critical Systems gives readers 
the information they need to stay in-the-know about the 
trends that define VME, VPX, VXS and VXI.

Chris Ciufo is group editorial director for 
VME and Critical Systems magazine. He brings more 
than seven years of experience with COTS Journal, 
where he was editor-in-chief for nearly five years and 
where he became widely recognized as one of the 
early proponents and commentators on the military’s 
use of Commercial Off-the-Shelf (COTS) technology. 

Chris held key management positions at Dy4 Systems and VISTA 
Controls Corporation. His technical career began in 1985, having also 
held management positions in the semiconductor industry with AMD 
and Sharp Microelectronics Technology. He holds a BS in Electrical 
Engineering and a BS in Materials Science. 

E-mail Chris at cciufo@opensystemsmedia.com

Sharon Schnakenburg-Hess, VME and Critical 
Systems assistant managing editor, oversees both 
the editorial and production processes including 
article solicitations/reviews and layout. She earned 
her BA in Journalism from Arizona State University’s 
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication and has worked as a freelance 
reporter and online editor. 

E-mail Sharon at sschnakenburg@opensystemsmedia.com

Terri Thorson, VME and Critical Systems senior editor, has been 
in high-tech worldwide media relations, strategic public relations, 
and marketing and corporate communications since 1988. She is a 
faculty member at the University of Phoenix. Terri received her BA in 
Journalism and Public Relations and a Masters of Mass Communication 
from Arizona State University.

E-mail Terri at tthorson@opensystemsmedia.com 

�� Editor’s Foreword: The chief editor’s laser-focused topic du jour.
�� VITA News: News and products from the suppliers of VME 
technology.

�� VSO Update: Catch up on the latest happenings in the 
development of new VME technology standards.

�� VME in Europe: Hermann Strass updates readers on design wins 
and applications from Europe.

�� Defining Standards: A close-up look at nascent VITA standards.
�� From the OpenVPX Board Room: Guest column of industry insight 
into specifications and products based on OpenVPX technology.

Editorial Staff and Departments
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Editorial Staff

Key Topics

www.vmecritical.com

Avionics

ARINC, bus monitors, data 
recorders, MIL-STD-1553, power 
supply, unmanned vehicles

Commercial products

Analyzers, COTS, electronics 
packaging, interface cards, 
multiprocessing, power supplies 
(slot-card), test systems

Communications

Network, shipboard, Software-
Defined Radio, wireless

Radar/Sonar

Radio scan converter, radar 
tracking, sonar data acquisition

New VITA standards

VXS, VPX, VPX-REDI, FMC, PMC, 
XMC and others

Rugged computer systems

Conduction-cooled, electronics 
packaging, flat-panel combat 
display, mass storage, military 
I/O, mission-critical, rugged 
chassis, spray cooled-ready 
(board) 

Imaging systems

Frame grabber, graphics, night 
vision, target locator, video, 
medical

Vehicle systems

Embedded control, navigation 
and location, railway 

Surveillance systems

Data acquisition, DSP-based, 
FPGA-based, homeland defense, 
satellite, and telemetry

Departments



Electronic Trend Publications forecasts that VMEbus 
market revenue – an estimated $1 billion in 2006 
– will experience a 6% overall compound annual 
growth rate and reach nearly $1.3 billion by the 

year 2010.
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Industries Served

Circulation Total: 26,382
��Print: 14,292
��Digital: 12,090

�� E-letter distribution: 15,000

www.vmecritical.com
��Average monthly unique visitors: 9,600
��Average monthly page views: 72,000

As of September 2009
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Editorial Calendar
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Revised 04/24/2010

Rate Plan: CompactPCI, AdvancedTCA & MicroTCA Systems, DSP-FPGA.com, 
Industrial Embedded Systems, PC/104 and Small Form Factors, and VME and Critical Systems

Size 1x 2-3x 4-6x 7-9x 10-12x 13-18x 19-24x 25-30x
2 page spread $7,200 $6,480 $5,670 $5,130 $4,545 $4,230 $4,005 $3,735

1 $4,000 $3,600 $3,150 $2,850 $2,525 $2,350 $2,225 $2,075
2/3 $2,750 $2,475 $2,175 $1,950 $1,800 $1,600 $1,525 $1,450
1/2 $2,275 $1,950 $1,750 $1,600 $1,475 $1,375 $1,250 $1,150

1/3 * $1,700 $1,525 $1,450 $1,375 $1,250 $1,200 $1,150 $1,050
1/4 $1,375 $1,275 $1,200 $1,150 $1,100 $1,050 $1,000 $950

1/9 * $600 $575 $550 $525 $500 $475 $450 $425

Product profile, 
advertiser

full page $1,300 $1,275 $1,250 $1,225 $1,200 $1,175 $1,150 $1,125
half page $700 $675 $650 $625 $600 $575 $550 $525

Covers 2, 3, or 4 and center spreads are available for an extra charge. 
Rate combinations: Insertions can be combined to give you the maximum discount.
* Not available in Resource Guide issues.

Print Rates and Specifications
(Effective 1/1/10)
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Colors/Resolution
4-color CMYK @ 300 dpi (Spot colors will 
not be preserved and will be converted to 
4-color process.)

File formats 
Preferred format: High-resolution PDF 
(press setting) Adobe Acrobat 5.0 or above. 

Note: If text is outlined or the below formats 
are used. We cannot guarantee that your ad 
will be searchable in our E-mag platform. 

Other acceptable formats: TIF, Photoshop 
PSD, or JPEG (best quality setting).   

Deadlines
Insertion schedules cancelable only on 
written notice when received 10 days prior 
to the closing date of advertising forms. If 
the new ad is not received by the material 
due date, OpenSystems Media reserves the 
right to repeat the previous advertisement.

Advertisers are to receive the publications in 
which their display advertising appears. 

Commission
15 percent commission to recognized 
advertising agencies on display advertising; 
net 30 days. No commission allowed on 
tipping-in or other production charges. 
Invoiced date of issue.

High Impact Ads
OpenSystems Media has a variety of high 
impact advertising options for you next 
marketing campaign. 

�� Inserts and outserts
�� Belly Bands – wrap around magazine
�� Gate Folds – special fold out pages
�� Post-its
�� Tabs and Mini-tabs
�� Products on cover
�� Cover peel backs
�� and many more

Contact your account manager for 
specifications.

Special services
Copy and design charges: Creative services 
for print advertisements available for a fee. 
Please discuss with your account manager.

Technical questions
If you are unsure about the specifications, 
please contact:

creative@opensystemsmedia.com

Production address/Mailing address for proofs
16626 E. Avenue of the Fountains, Ste 203

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
Tel: 480-967-5581
Fax: 480-837-6466

Advertiser Service
30233 Jefferson • St. Clair Shores, MI 48082

sales@opensystemsmedia.com
Tel: 586-415-6500
Fax: 586-415-4882

Submit ads to submit.opensystemsmedia.com Ad Size Shape Trim 
(W x H)

Bleed 
(W x H)

Page 
Spread Full 16" x 

10.875"
16.25" x 
11.125"

1/2 Page 
Spread Horizontal 16" x 

4.875"
16.25" x 
5.125"

Page Full 8" x 
10.875"

8.25" x 
11.125"

2/3 Page

Vertical 4.625" x 
10"

Island 5.125" x 
7.375"

1/2 Page

Vertical 3.375" x 
10"

Horizontal 7" x 
4.875"

Island 4.625" 
x 7"

1/3 Page

Vertical 2.125" x 
10"

Square 4.625" x 
4.875"

1/4 Page Square 3.375" x 
4.875"

1/9 Page Square 2.125" x 
3.125"

Tab Full 8.5" x 
10.875"

8.75" x 
11.125"

Keep copy at least 0.375" from top and 0.5" from left, 
right, and bottom. 

http://submit.opensystemsmedia.com


Vice President Sales and Marketing
Patrick Hopper
phopper@opensystemsmedia.com
586-415-6500

Senior Account Manager
Dennis Doyle
ddoyle@opensystemsmedia.com
586-415-6500

Senior Account Manager
Tom Varcie
tvarcie@opensystemsmedia.com
586-415-6500

Digital Content Manager
Christine Long
clong@opensystemsmedia.com
586-415-6500

Southwest 
Barbara Quinlan
bquinlan@opensystemsmedia.com
480-236-8818

East Coast/Mid Atlantic
Ron Taylor
rtaylor@opensystemsmedia.com
215-542-3985

Southern California
Denis Seger
dseger@opensystemsmedia.com
760-518-5222

Nothern California
Sydele Starr
sstarr@opensystemsmedia.com
775-299-4148

Strategic Account Manager
Rebecca Barker
rbarker@opensystemsmedia.com
281-724-8021

Israel, Middle East
Dan Aronovic
aronovic@actcom.co.il

Asia
Sally Hsiao
asia@opensystemsmedia.com

Sales
30233 Jefferson
St. Clair Shores, MI 48082
586-415-6500
FAX: 586-415-4882
sales@opensystemsmedia.com

Contacts
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Vice President Editorial
Rosemary Kristoff 
rkristoff@opensystemsmedia.com
480-967-5581

Group Editorial Director
Chris Ciufo
cciufo@opensystemsmedia.com
360-834-7009

Editorial Directors
Don Dingee
ddingee@opensystemsmedia.com
480-241-2406
Joe Pavlat
jpavlat@opensystemsmedia.com
831-238-7715

Managing Editor
Anne Fisher
afisher@opensystemsmedia.com
480-967-5581

Senior Editor
Terri Thorson
tthorson@opensystemsmedia.com
480-998-8385

Assistant Managing Editors
Jennifer Hesse
jhesse@opensystemsmedia.com
480-612-1858
Sharon Schnakenburg-Hess
sschnakenburg@opensystemsmedia.com
602-980-0488

Web Content Editor
Monique Devoe
mdevoe@opensystemsmedia.com
480-967-5581

Technology Editor and  
Software Corner Columnist 

Curt Schwaderer
cschwaderer@opensystemsmedia.com

European Representative
Hermann Strass
hstrass@opensystemsmedia.com

Advertising Staff
586-415-6500
sales@opensystemsmedia.com

Creative Staff
creative@opensystemsmedia.com

Reader Services
subscriptions@opensystemsmedia.com

Web Services
Use this link to submit:

�� News releases
�� New products and photos
�� Advertisement
�� White papers
�� Video

submit.opensystemsmedia.com

Headquarters
16626 E. Avenue of the Fountains
Suite 203
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
480-967-5581

Sales

Editorial

Resources
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